
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Thad Meeks        

Department: Psychology       Phone Number: (618) 650- 3659 

E-mail Address: jmeeks@siue.edu                                  Campus Box: 1121 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?         PSYC 491 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours?     3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: SIUE Campus  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
In the fall semester, I will be conducting a large-scale project that examines how different note-taking and study 

strategies interact in influencing exam performance. In addition, I will examine how individual difference variables 

(e.g., working memory, anxiety) factor into these effects.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student will help in many phases of the research process. This includes help preparing the materials (e.g., video 

lecture, exams), testing the participants, scoring/rating the data, entering the data into SPSS, analyzing the data, 

assisting with interpretation of the data, and (hopefully) assisting with poster/paper preparation to communicate the 

results.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
At a minimum, the student will gain valuable research experience given all of the activities listed in the previous 

question. There is a very good chance the student would end up a a co-author on a poster and/or manuscript. Overall, 

the student will be immersed in the research process and will gain experience with project design and 

implementation, data analysis and interpretation, and the preparation of a poster/paper.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I am pretty flexible in terms of scheduling.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
All activities will take place on campus.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
No, although I would prefer if the student had completed Psyc 220 and Psyc 221.  

 

 



Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 

 

 


